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shield them against hazardous condi-
tions resulting from inclement weath-
er.

(7) Steps. Exterior steps may be in-
cluded in the site development as long
as provisions are made for use by phys-
ically handicapped persons.

(8) Grading. Minimum lawn slopes
shall be 2 percent; critical spot grade
elevations shall be shown on the con-
tract drawings. Insofar as practicable,
lawn areas shall be designed without
steep slopes.

(9) Landscaping. The landscaping plan
should provide for a park-like setting
of harmonious open spaces balanced
with groves of indigenous and cul-
tivated deciduous and evergreen trees.
Shrubbery should be kept to a min-
imum. Steep slopes that are unsuitable
for interment areas should be kept in
their natural state.

(10) Surface drainage. Surface grades
shall be determined in coordination
with the architectural, structural, and
mechanical design of buildings and fa-
cilities so as to provide proper surface
drainage.

(11) Burial areas. A site plan of the
cemetery shall include a burial layout.
If appropriate, the burial layout should
reflect the phases of development in
the various sections. The first phase of
construction should contain sufficient
burial sites to meet the foreseeable de-
mand for at least 10 years. All applica-
ble dimensions of roadways, fences,
utilities, or other structures shall be
indicated on the layout.

(12) Gravesites. Gravesites shall be
laid out in uniform pattern. There
shall be a minimum of 10 feet from the
edge of roads and drives and a min-
imum of 20 feet from the boundaries or
fence lines. Maximum distance from
the edge of a permanent road to any
gravesite shall not be over 275 feet.
Temporary roads may be provided to
serve areas in phase developments.

(13) Monumentation. Each grave shall
be marked with an appropriate marker,
and each cemetery shall maintain a
register of burials setting forth the
name of each person buried and the
designation of the grave in which he/
she is buried. Permanent gravesite con-
trol markers shall be installed based on
a grid system throughout the burial
area unless otherwise specified. This

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-14 Edition)

will facilitate the gravesite layout,
placement of utility lines, and align-
ment of headstones.

(14) Entrance. The entrance should be
an architectural or landscape feature
that creates a sense of arrival.

(15) Memorial walkway. Each ceme-
tery should have an area for the dis-
play of memorials donated by veterans
groups and others. Such areas may
take the form of a path or walkway
and should provide a contemplative
setting for visitors.

(16) Donation items. Family members
and others often wish to donate items
such as benches and trees. Acceptable
items of donation should be specified in
the cemetery plan. The plan should
also designate appropriate locations for
such items.

(17) Flag/assembly area. There shall be
one primary flagpole for the United
States flag. This flag shall be lighted.
A turf assembly area should be devel-
oped for major gatherings such as Me-
morial Day. The assembly area may be
focused on the flag. The area may also
incorporate an architectural or a land-
scape feature that functions as a plat-
form or backdrop for speakers.

(18) Site furnishings. Site furnishings
include signage, trash receptacles,
benches, and flower containers. These
items should be coordinated and com-
plement each other, the architectural
design, and the cemetery as a whole.
They should be simple, durable, stand-
ardized, and properly scaled.

(19) Carillons. The cemetery develop-
ment plan should include a location for
a carillon tower. Carillons are nor-
mally donated. They are not provided
for in the grant.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2408)

§39.62 Space criteria for support fa-
cilities.

These criteria are based on a pro-
jected average burial rate of one to six
per day, staffing by position, and a de-
fined complement of maintenance and
service equipment. For cemeteries with
less than one or more than six burials
per day, support facilities are consid-
ered on an individual basis in accord-
ance with §39.60(d). In converting Net
Square Feet (NSF) to Gross Square
Feet (GSF), a conversion factor of 1.5 is
the maximum allowed. The applicant
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shall, in support of the design, include
the following as an attachment to the
application: A list of all grounds main-
tenance supplies and equipment and
the number of Full Time Employees
(FTE) by job assignment for the next 10
years.

(a) Administrative building. The ad-
ministrative building should be ap-
proximately 1,600 NSF in total, pro-
viding space, as needed, for the fol-
lowing:

(1) Cemetery director’s office;

(2) Other offices (as needed);

(3) Administrative staff (lobby/office
area);

(4) Operations (file/office/equipment/
work area);

(5) Family/conference room;

(6) Military honors team;

(7) Refreshment unit;

(8) Housekeeping aide’s closet; and

(9) Restroom facilities.

(b) Maintenance/service building. The
maintenance/service building may be
combined with the administrative
building. The maintenance/service
building should be approximately 2,200
NSF in total, providing heated and air
conditioned space, as needed, for the
following:

(1) Foreman’s office;

(2) Lunch room;

(3) Kitchen unit;

(4) Toilet and locker room facilities;

(5) Housekeeping aide’s closet; and

(6) Vehicle and equipment mainte-
nance and storage.

(c) Vehicle and equipment storage. Ap-
proximately 275 NSF/Bay as needed.
Not all types of vehicles and equipment
require storage in heated space. Based
on climatic conditions, it may be justi-
fied to rely completely on open struc-
tures rather than heated structures to
protect the following types of vehicles
and equipment: Dump trucks, pickup
trucks, cemetery automobiles, gang
and circular mowers.

(d) Interment/committal service shelter.
One permanent shelter is authorized
for every five interments per day. The
shelter may include a covered area to
provide seating for approximately 20
people and an uncovered paved area to
provide space for approximately 50 ad-
ditional people. The shelter may also
include a small, enclosed equipment/
storage area. Provisions must be made

§39.63

for the playing of Taps by recorded
means.

(e) Public Information Center. One per-
manent Public Information Center is
authorized per facility. A Public Infor-
mation Center is used to orient visitors
and funeral corteges. It should include
the gravesite locator. The public rest-
rooms may also be combined with this
structure. Space determinations for
separate structures for public rest-
rooms shall be considered on an indi-
vidual basis. The Public Information
Center, including public restrooms,
may be combined with the administra-
tive building.

(f) Other interment structures. Space
determinations for other support facili-
ties such as columbaria, preplaced
graveliners (or crypts), garden niches,
etc., will be considered on an individual
basis in accordance with §39.60(d).

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2408)

§39.63 Architectural design standards.

The publications listed in this sec-
tion are incorporated by reference. The
Director of the Federal Register ap-
proves this incorporation by reference
in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 522(a) and 1
CFR part 51. Copies of these publica-
tions may be inspected at the office of
the Veterans Cemetery Grants Service,
National Cemetery Administration,
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC
20420 or at the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of this
material at NARA, call (202) 741-6030 or
go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/
code of federal regulations/
ibr _locations.html. Copies of the 2003
edition of the National Fire Protection
Association Life Safety Code and Er-
rata (NFPA 101), the 2003 edition of the
NFPA 5000, Building Construction and
Safety Code, and the 2002 edition of the
National Electrical Code, NFPA 170,
may be obtained from the National
Fire Protection Association, Inc.
(NFPA), 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O.
Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101, (800)
844-6058 (toll free). Copies of the 2003
edition of the Uniform Mechanical
Code and the 2003 edition of the Uni-
form Plumbing Code may be obtained
from the International Association of
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